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T
he

location
of

points
on

this
chart

are
referenced

to
the

G
eocentric

D
atum

of
A

ustralia
1994

(G
D

A
94)

and
w

ill
differ

by
approx

200m
to

the
sam

e
points

show
n

on
charts

referenced
to

the
A

ustralian
G

eodetic
D

atum
1984

(A
G

D
84).

A
ll depths and heights rem

ain the sam
e.
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N
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R
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e
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B
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P
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B
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P

assage

W

e
s

t
R

e
e

f

South
P

assage

T
he

H
outm

an
A

brolhos
is

situated
about

40
nautical m

iles
w

est
of

G
eraldton

and
com

prises
122

islands
clustered

into
three

m
ain

groups.
It

is
an

extensive
coral

reef
system

that
stretches

for
about

45
nautical

m
iles

north
to

south.
T

he
islands

are
low

lying
and do not present a very good radar picture.

T
he

nam
e

A
brolhos

is
derived

from
the

P
ortuguese

language, and
m

eans
"O

P
E

N
Y

O
U

R
E

Y
E

S
",

w
hich

is
exactly

w
hat

you
need

to
do w

hen navigating in this area.

T
he

A
brolhos

is
a

hazardous
area

and
requires

careful
pilotage.

T
he

reef
system

s
are

steep,
rising

from
relatively

deep
w

ater,
and

can
rem

ain
unseen

until
close

by.
G

ood
visibility

is
necessary

to
navigate

through
the

reefs.
V

isibility
is

im
pared

w
hen

the
sun

is
low

 or ahead and w
hen the w

ater is glassy calm
.

A
s

sw
ells

or
w

aves
m

ove
in

from
the

open
ocean

tow
ards

the
A

brolhos,
they

are
suddenly

confronted
by

a
rapidly

rising
seabed,

causing
them

to
break.

A
n

im
portant

factor
in

safe
reef

navigation
is

the
skipper's

ability
to

understand
and

interpret
the

conditions
sensibly and objectively.

W
hen

going
out,

if
a

big
w

ave
does

rear
up,

get
the

boat's
bow

up
fast

and
hit the

w
ave

at an
angle

of
about

10
degrees

off
head

on,
w

ith
plenty

of
throttle.

B
ack

off
the

throttle
w

hen
through

and
w

ork
out

your
approach

to
the

next
w

ave.
Look

for
the

low
est

point
of

the w
ave and rem

em
ber the correct angle of approach.

W
hen

com
ing

in
through

heavy
seas,

alw
ays

concentrate
on

keeping
your

boat
on

the
back

of
the

w
ave,

avoid
surfing

at
all

costs, and never get side on in the im
pact zone.

B
e

careful w
hen

applying
pow

er
in

frothy
w

aves
as

cavitation
and

loss
of

pow
er

m
ay

occur.
If

so,
back

off
throttle

until
cavitation

stops and reapply pow
er gradually.

K
eep

a
close

eye
on

the
w

eather
and

w
atch

out
for

unexpected
changes,

as
the

w
ind

can
change

direction
and

blow
strongly

w
ith

little
w

arning.
T

he
islands

are
low

lying
and

offer
little

protection
from

the
w

ind.
T

he
coral

sand
at

the
H

outm
an

A
brolhos

is
generally

very
poor

holding
ground

and
dragging

anchor
here

can
be

dangerous, especially
at

night.
G

eraldton
S

ea
R

escue
operate

a
24

hour
service

and
w

eather
schedules

are
broadcast

on
V

H
F

channel 72.

T
he

w
eather

pattern
is

unaffected
by

the
land

and
sea

breezes
of

the
m

ainland.
D

uring
sum

m
er,

south-easterlies
prevail,

and
are

constantly
strong.

D
uring

w
inter

m
onths,

N
W

-W
changes

are
preceded by northerlies and light w

inds.

T
he

A
brolhos

is
first

in
the

path
of

any
w

eather
m

oving
in

from
the

w
est

or
northw

est,
and

cold
and

w
arm

fronts
m

ay
reach

the
islands

24
hours

or
m

ore
in

advance
of

w
eather

bureau
forecasts

for the m
ainland.

A
lw

ays
inform

som
eone

as
to

w
here

you
are

going
and

w
hen

you
w

ill
return.

C
all

G
eraldton

S
ea

R
escue

on
27m

H
z,

V
H

F
or

H
F

radio
to

notify
them

of
your

intentions.
D

on't
forget

to
let

them
know

w
hen

you
have

returned
and

im
portantly,

advise
them

if
you

have changed your plans.

M
inim

um
 safety equipm

ent you M
U

S
T

 carry
B

ilge pum
p or bailer or bucket

●

A
pproved anchor and sufficient line

●

F
ire

extinguisher
for

boats
w

ith
inboard

m
otors

or
liquid

or
●

gas filled appliances
S

uitable
sized

life
jackets:

S
O

LA
S

,
C

oastal
or

A
ustralian

●

S
tandards 1512

T
w

o hand held red flares
●

T
w

o parachute distress rockets
●

T
w

o hand held orange sm
oke signals or one sm

oke canister
●

T
w

o-w
ay m

arine band radio
●

E
P

IR
B

●

R
esponsible

skippers
carry

extra
gear,

and,
although

not
prescribed,

a
good

pair
of

polaroid
sunglasses

are
essential

for
navigating around the reefs.
A

ll
safety

equipm
ent

M
U

S
T

be
m

aintained
in

very
good

condition
and be accessible at all tim

es.

T
he

H
outm

an
A

brolhos
and

it's
surrounding

coral
reef

com
m

unities
form

one
of

W
estern

A
ustralia's

m
ost

unique
m

arine
areas.

T
he

islands'
environm

ents
-

both
m

arine
and

terrestrial
-

are
very

fragile,
and

need
the

protection
of

residents
and

visitors
alike.

T
he

A
brolhos

is
partof the

aquatic
heritage

ofallW
est A

ustralians
-

it
is

our
task

to
ensure

that
w

e
hand

the
islands,

their
fish

stocks
and

their
w

ildlife
onto

future
generations,

undam
aged

and
still

productive.

N
o

facilities
or

accom
m

odation
for

visitors
are

available
at

the
A

brolhos,
and

there
are

no
sources

of
freshw

ater
on

the
islands.

B
efore

setting
out

m
ake

sure
that

you
have

enough
supplies

and
freshw

ater
to

last
the

length
of

your
intended

visit.
E

m
ergency

m
edical assistance

is
available

from
the

S
ilver

C
hain

nurse
on

R
at

Island
(E

aster
G

roup)
betw

een
15

M
arch

and
30

June.
C

ontact
channel 16 on V

H
F

.

T
he

H
outm

an
A

brolhos
N

ature
R

eserve
covers

all
122

islands
in

the
A

brolhos
system

.
A

s
such,

by
law

,
all

w
ildlife

is
protected,

and
no

dom
estic

pets
are

allow
ed

on
vessels

or
at

the
islands.

Landing
is

perm
itted

on
uninhabited

islands,
but

lighting
fires,

cam
ping

and
firearm

s
are

prohibited.
P

lease
take

great
care

not
to

disturb
nesting

seabirds.
If

you
do

go
ashore,

it
is

better
to

w
alk

along
the

shoreline,
or

w
elldefined

paths,
rather

than
across

the islands, as you m
ay destroy seabird nesting burrow

s.

W
hen

you
visit

the
A

brolhos,
rem

em
ber

-
this

is
a

special
place

that needs your protection.
P

rivate
p

ro
p

erty
-

T
he

residences,
jetties

and
rainw

ater
●

tanks
of

com
m

ercial
fisherm

en
on

the
22

islands
designated

for
their

use
are

private
property.

Y
ou

m
ay

land
on

the
islands,

but
you

m
ay

not
use

the
facilities

(in
clu

d
in

g
jetties)

unless
you

have
w

ritten
perm

ission
on

board
your

boat
from

the
ow

ner. Y
ou

m
ay

not stay
in

fisherm
en's

cam
ps

unless
the

ow
ner is present.

If
you

are
unable

to
use

a
public

m
ooring,

please
endeavour

●

to
anchor

aw
ay

from
sensitive

m
arine

habitats,
particularly

coral and seagrass areas.
T

ake your rubbish aw
ay w

ith you - don't drop it in the w
ater.

●

O
nly take enough fish for your personal consum

ption.
●

T
ake

care
not

to
disturb

birds
and

other
w

ildlife
on

the
●

islands.
D

on't
pum

p
bilges

in
the

shallow
s

-
the

effluent
can

harm
●

m
arine life.

W
hen

diving,
avoid

standing
on

fragile
corals

-
they

break
●

easily.

A
num

ber
of

environm
entally-friendly

public
m

oorings
have

been
installed

at
sensitive

m
arine

sites
and

popular
diving

spots
around

the
H

outm
an

A
brolhos,

including
the

Long
Island

D
ive

T
rail

and
F

ish
P

oint.
Instructions

printed
on

the
individual

m
ooring

buoys
indicates

suitability
for

day
or

overnight useage.
F

urther
m

oorings
are planned for the future.

T
he

A
brolhos

is
fam

ous
for

it's
historic

shipw
recks,

the
best

know
n

of
w

hich
are

the
D

utch
E

ast
India

C
om

pany
vessels

B
atavia

(1629),
on

M
orning

R
eef

near
B

eacon
Island

in
the

W
allabi

G
roup,

and
the

Z
eew

ijk
(1727)

on
H

alf
M

oon
R

eef
in

the
P

elsaert
G

roup.
S

o
far,

a
totalof

seven
historic

shipw
recks

have
been

discovered.
O

ther
w

recks
are

know
n

to
exist,

but
they

are
yet to be found.

A
llw

recks,
75

years
old

or
m

ore,
are

protected
under

the
H

istoric
S

hipw
recks

A
ct

1976,
w

hich
prohibits

the
rem

oval
of

artefacts
or

w
ilful

dam
age

of
any

sort.
B

y
this

m
eans,

the
sites

w
ill

rem
ain

better
preserved

for
divers

in
the

future.
R

efer
to

W
A

M
aritim

e
M

useum
 for further inform

ation.

A
m

ajor
developm

ent
in

m
anaging

the
m

arine
system

of
the

A
brolhos

occurred
in

1994
w

ith
the

introduction
of

R
eef

O
bservation

A
reas,

w
ith

one
such

area
being

declared
in

each
island

group,
including

N
orth

Island.
E

xcept
for

the
use

of
rock

lobster
pots,fishing

by
both

recreational and
com

m
ercial fishers

is
prohibited

in
the

R
eef

O
bservation

A
reas.

T
hese

regulations
are

intended
to

allow
the

recovery
of

finfish
populations

tow
ards

their
original

state,
providing

an
area

w
here

divers
can

observe
large

fish that are not frightened by their approach.

Y
our

boat
m

ust
be

suitable
for

a
long

journey
in

open
w

ater.
It

m
ust be seaw

orthy and have adequate buoyancy.
Y

ou
m

ust
carry

the
appropriate

safety
equipm

ent
and

ensure
all

on board know
 how

 to use it.
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WARNING
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