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Boat launching ramp courtesy 
•	 Plan your day and organise equipment, motors and mooring lines 

before leaving home.

•	 Utilise designated rigging and de-rigging areas to avoid impeding 
others launching and retrieving their vessels.

•	 Follow the directions indicated by signage and or painted on the 
roadway.

•	 Utilise the correct lanes for launch and retrieval. 

•	 Move quickly to the end of the jetty making room for other 
people to launch and recover.

•	 Have patience with less experienced boaters.

Caution ferries 
•	 Large commercial passenger carrying vessels operate from 

Hillarys Boat Harbour. In some weather conditions these vessels 
may be restricted in their ability to manoeuvre within the confines 
of narrow channels. 

•	 Small vessels should be aware of their obligations not to impede 
the safe passage of ferries and that they may not be clearly 
visible. 

Ocean Reef Boat Harbour
•	 The 5 knot speed limit extends to the outer port hand mark.

•	 Swimming is prohibited within the marina and across the  
entrance channel.

•	 Responsibility for the marina is currently vested with 
DevelopmentWA (1800 943 121).

•	 Construction works are occurring at the facility. Mariners are 
to navigate with caution and refer to any Temporary Notice to 
Mariners (TNTM) for any closed water areas associated with 
these construction works (www.transport.wa.gov.au/imarine/
perth-notices.asp)

Coast Cameras
Coast Cameras provide boaters and other aquatic users 
with near live images of the current weather and ocean 
conditions at selected locations along the coast.  

The images are updated every minute and displayed 
on our website: www.transport.wa.gov.au/coast-cams  

Hillarys Boat Harbour
Unless special permission is obtained from Hillarys Boat Harbour 
management the following is prohibited:

•	 exceeding the 5 knot speed limit within the harbour limits;

•	 swimming or diving within the harbour and harbour entrance 
except within the designated boating prohibited area on the eastern 
shoreline;

•	 paddling canoes, kayaks and surf skis under jetties or buildings or 
within the boating prohibited areas;

•	 Note: Due to high demand on the limited waterway, club or group 
activities must be booked through the Department of Transport 
(DoT). Conditions of operation will apply.

•	 windsurfers, hard surfboards, personal water craft (PWC) 
freestyling, towing skiers or other buoyant equipment;

•	 cleaning fish and dumping offal or rubbish into the harbour;

•	 fuelling vessels anywhere other than at the designated fuelling jetty;

•	 placing fishing nets, pots, lines or floats within the harbour or 
entrance channel;
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Limit of area buoy/breakers

•	 anchoring a vessel anywhere within the harbour or entrance 
channel unless broken down or in distress; and

•	 use of the service wharf (except for penholders for the purpose of 
loading/unloading passengers and cargo). 

Moorings and pens
Short term boat pen hire is available (subject to availability) for 
stopovers of one night or more. 

Bookings can be made through the DoT’s harbour office on weekdays 
only. Bookings should be made in advance on 9448 7544. 

Boat pen systems may only be 0 by authorised key holders.

Reduce wash 
Damage to vessels and floating pen jetties can be caused by a vessel’s 
wash. Look behind occasionally to make sure  that your boat is not  
creating too much wash. Please slow down if your wash is affecting 
other boats and property.

REGISTRABLE VESSELS 
Including sailing vessels that are or can  

be propelled by mechanical power. 

PROTECTED WATERS 
Includes rivers, lakes, 
estuaries, harbours 

and waters within 400 
metres from the shore in 
unprotected waters but 

excludes Cambridge Gulf 
and Lake Argyle. 

UNPROTECTED 
WATERS

Beyond 400 metres 
from the shore.

Recreational Skipper’s Ticket
The skipper of a recreational vessel, 
powered by a motor greater than 
6 horsepower must hold an RST.

✓✓ ✓✓

Lifejacket Carriage
A lifejacket, as 
indicated in the table 
opposite, must be 
carried for every 
person on board.

Vessels
smaller than 

4.8m

✓ ✓ 
Minimum Level 100 
MUST BE CARRIED

✓ ✓ 
Minimum Level 100 

MUST BE WORN

Vessels
4.8m and 

larger

✓ ✓ 
Minimum Level 100 
MUST BE CARRIED

✓ ✓ 
Minimum Level 100 
MUST BE CARRIED

Lifejacket Wearing
As indicated in the 
table opposite.

Children                 
older than 
one and 
younger 
than 12

✓ ✓ 
Minimum Level 100 
MUST BE CARRIED

✓ ✓ 
Minimum Level 100 

MUST BE WORN

Personal 
Water Craft

✓ ✓ 
Minimum Level 50S 

MUST BE WORN

✓ ✓ 
Minimum Level 50S 

MUST BE WORN

Distress Beacon (in-date)
A GPS enabled 406 MHz EPIRB 

OR
if worn by at least one person, a GPS 
enabled PLB. Distress beacons must 
be in-date and registered with AMSA. 

RECOMMENDED ✓✓

Red and Orange Flares (in-date) 
At least two hand held red flares and 
two hand held orange flares must be 
carried.               OR
Electronic Visual Distress    
Signal (EVDS)
An electronic signalling device may 
be carried in lieu of flares IF a GPS 
enabled EPIRB or PLB (must be worn) 
is also carried.

RECOMMENDED ✓✓

Marine Radio
A VHF or HF marine radio on any 
Registrable Vessel when operating 
more than 4 nautical miles from 
shore in unprotected waters.

RECOMMENDED

REQUIRED  

beyond 4 nautical 
miles

RECOMMENDED

within 4 nautical 
miles

Recommended Additional  
Safety Equipment
It is recommended an anchor and 
line, a fire extinguisher and a means 
of removing water be carried.

RECOMMENDED RECOMMENDED

SAFETY EQUIPMENT 
REQUIREMENTS

SERM-DLM0524-1

Contact details
Department of Transport
Email: Ed.Boat@transport.wa.gov.au 
Website: www.transport.wa.gov.au/imarine 
Marine Safety Hotline: 13 11 56

Police
Emergency: 000 
Water Police: 9442 8600

Department of Fire and Emergency Services 
Marine Rescue Western Australia
Emergency contact: VHF 16 
Marine Rescue Whitfords 
Marine Rescue Two Rocks

Boating Weather Forecasts
Boating weather: 1300 815 916 
Website: www.bom.gov.au

Department of Primary Industry and  
Regional Development  
Fishwatch: 1800 815 507 
Website: www.dpird.wa.gov.au

Department of Biodiversity, 
Conservation and Attractions  
Website: www.dbca.wa.gov.au

The information contained in this publication is provided in good 
faith and believed to be accurate at time of publication. The State 
shall in no way be liable for any loss sustained or incurred by 
anyone relying on the information. 16-20-02-SER-0225-WEB

Join us at  
facebook.com/MarineSafetyWA

For further information go to  
www.transport.wa.gov.au/boatingguides  
or scan the QR code

Boating in WA just got smarter.
Download the free Deckee app.

anywhere, anytime! 
Save time and go online today
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Dropping of buoyed 
objects such as crab 
floats is prohibited 
in marinas

Dropping of  
buoyed objects 

such as crab floats 
is prohibited in 

marinas

CCTV used on WA Waterways

TAKE CARE 
BE PROP AWARE

CAUTION — Diver Below

When approaching a 
diver’s flag keep clear at 

least 50 metres.

CAUTION 

During moderate swells, 
seas may break over reefs.

CAUTION 

During moderate swells, 
seas may break over reefs.

Navigation lights
All vessels underway 
during the hours of sunset 
to sunrise must display 
navigation lights appropriate 
to the particular size and 
type of vessel. For further 
information call 13 11 56 
or visit our website.

LEGEND
5 Knot Area

8 Knot Area

Waterski area

Closed waters - all vessels

Boat launching

Swimming Prohibited

GPS validation marker/toilet

Parking/trailer parking

Fresh water/telephone

Rock/rock awash

Breakers

Marine Rescue 
Whitfords

Distress beacons, EVDS and flares  
must be in-date

EXPIRES
6/6/25

EXPIRES
6/6/25

EVDS
EXPIRES
6/6/25

EXPIR
ES

   
6/6

/2
5EXPIR
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6/6
/2

5

Remember toRemember to
LOG ON
LOG OFF!  
every tripevery trip

with the local Marine Rescue group  

Diving
Any boat with divers (not 
snorkellers) operating from it 
must always display signals 
by day or night to alert other 
boat users. The daytime 
signal for divers is an 
International Code 
Flag “A”. The flag 
must be at least 
750 millimetres long and 600 millimetres 
wide.

Divers operating without a vessel, for 
example from a jetty, must also display the 
International Code Flag “A”. 

The flag can be displayed from a buoy and 
must not be less than 300 millimetres in 
length and 200 millimetres in width.

The flag must be clearly visible to all vessels 
operating in the vicinity.

Vessels to keep clear
When approaching a place or 
another vessel displaying the 
International Code Flag 
“A” or the appropriate 
signal during the hours of 
darkness, you must —

(a)	 keep your vessel at least 50 metres 
clear of that place or vessel; or

(b	 where it is not possible to keep 
50 metres clear of that place or vessel 
—

(i)	 proceed at the slowest speed at 
which the vessel can be safely 
navigated; and

(ii)	 maintain a proper lookout for 
people in the water.

For further information visit our website or 
call 13 11 56.

Diver Below
Keep Clear 50 Metres

Please refer to the existing 
TNTM as these areas are 
frequently changing as a 
result of the construction 
works.
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