
Safe Boating
Marine Safety



Rules at a Glance

The Department of 
Transport (DoT) is 
challenging skippers 
throughout WA to take 
responsibility for their 
actions on the water.

To ensure the safety of 
all boaters, skippers 
need to be familiar 
with the rules and 
regulations that apply 
within WA waters.

Duty of care is an 
important part of a 

skipper’s job. 

As skipper remember you:

• are responsible for the 
safety of your vessel, crew 
and passengers;

• must not endanger any 
other vessel; and

• must be ready to assist 
others who need help.

Aids to navigation

• It is illegal to interfere with, remove or damage any 

beacon, buoy or other artificial aid to navigation.

• Without permission in writing from DoT, it is illegal to 

secure any vessel to any beacon, buoy, seamark or 

other aid to navigation. 

Obstruction of navigation aids, channels and leads 

Drop nets, fishing nets, marker buoys or other buoyed 

objects can not be placed or allowed to remain in any 

channel or fairway in any port or harbour, or in any channel, 

fairway or passage in any navigable waters except by 

permission of DoT.

You also can’t anchor or moor a vessel in any channel or 

fairway, unless the vessel is in distress.

Vessels less than 3.75 metres

A person in charge of a vessel less than 3.75 metres in 

length shall not travel greater than five nautical miles from 

the mainland shore.

However, you can operate the vessel within one nautical 

mile of an island located more than five nautical miles from 

the mainland shore.

General speed limit restrictions

It is illegal, in any navigable waters to drive a motor boat at a 

speed exceeding eight knots, water ski or para-sail: 

• through an arch of a bridge;

• in or through a mooring area;

• within 15 metres of a vessel underway;

• within 45 metres of - 

 (i) a moored vessel;

 (ii) a person in the water;

 (iii) a jetty or wharf;

 (iv) a river bank or low water mark. 

Nuisance
You must not travel at such a speed or in a manner that 

causes a nuisance or damage to fellow water users or other 

vessels (moored or not) or causes damage or erosion to 

banks or property.

Safety equipment

Vessels are required to carry certain items of safety 

equipment.  The quantity and type of equipment varies 

depending on how far offshore you travel, and it is important 

to understand that these are minimum requirements. 

Keep it maintained

All safety equipment must be maintained in very good 

condition and be accessible at all times. 

To maximise your chances of survival on the water, you and 

your passengers need to know: 

•  where it is stowed;

•  how to use it; and

•  when to use it.

Contact
Department of Transport

Marine safety hotline: 1300 863 308

Email: marine.safety@transport.wa.gov.au

Website: www.transport.wa.gov.au/imarine

The information contained in this publication is provided in good faith and 

believed to be accurate at time of publication. The State shall in no way be liable 

for any loss sustained or incurred by anyone relying on the information.

June 2014 

Protected 

Waters
lakes, rivers, 

inlets and 

estuaries 

except  

Lake Argyle

0-2 
Nautical 

Miles  
from the 

mainland 

shore

2-5 
Nautical 

Miles  
from the 

mainland 

shore

Over 5 
Nautical 

Miles  
from the 

mainland 

shore

Recreational Skipper’s Ticket

The skipper of a recreational vessel, 

powered by a motor greater than 

4.5kwp (6 hp) must hold an RST.
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Bilge Pump/Bailer

All vessels must carry a bilge pump. 

Vessels under 7 metres may carry a 

bailer in lieu of a bilge pump.
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Fire Extinguisher

Vessels with an inboard engine or 

carrying hydrocarbon heating or 

cooling appliances must carry an 

approved fire extinguisher.

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Anchor and Line

An efficient anchor and line must 

be carried.
− ✓ ✓ ✓

Lifejacket

A lifejacket bearing the label PFD 

Type 1 or  the Australian standard 

AS 1512 or AS 4758 - Level 100 

(or higher) must be carried for every 

person onboard.

− ✓ ✓ ✓

Red and Orange Flares (in date)

At least two hand held red flares and 

two hand held orange flares must be 

carried. Two parachute flares may be 

carried in lieu of the two hand held 

red flares and a smoke canister may 

be carried in lieu of the smoke flares.

− ✓ ✓ ✓

EPIRB

EPIRB (in date)

A 406 MHz EPIRB registered with 

AMSA bearing the standard AS/NZS 

4280.1 must be carried if proceeding 

more than 2 miles from the mainland 

shore or more than 400 metres from 

an island located more than 2 miles 

from the mainland shore. 

− − ✓ ✓

Parachute Flares (in date)

A minimum of two parachute flares 

must be carried if operating more 

than 5 miles from the mainland shore 

or more than 1 mile from an island 

located more than 5 miles from the 

mainland shore.

− − − ✓

Marine Radio

A marine radio must be carried if 

operating more than 5 miles from the 

mainland shore or more than 1 mile 

from an island located more than 5 

miles from the mainland shore. The 

radio can be 27 MHz, VHF or HF.

− − − ✓
RSE-0514

Safety
Equipment

Scan this QR code with your mobile reader. 

Don’t have the app?  

Search for ‘QR Code Reader’ in your app store.

Safety Guidelines

Rules at a Glance
Marine Safety

For more information scan the QR code  
or use the link below. 

Don’t have the app?  
Search for ‘QR Code Reader’ in your app store.

 www.transport.wa.gov.au/rules

Protected Waterslakes, rivers, inlets and estuaries except  Lake Argyle

0-2 Nautical Miles from the mainland shore

2-5 Nautical Miles from the mainland shore

Over 5 Nautical Miles  from the mainland shore

Recreational Skipper’s Ticket

The skipper of a recreational 

vessel, powered by a motor 

greater than 6 hp (4.5kwp) must 

hold an RST. ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Bilge Pump/Bailer
All vessels must carry a bilge 

pump. Vessels under 7 metres 

may carry a bailer in lieu of a 

bilge pump. ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Fire Extinguisher
Vessels with an inboard engine or 

carrying hydrocarbon heating or 

cooling appliances must carry an 

approved fire extinguisher. ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Anchor and LineAn efficient anchor and line must 

be carried.

− ✓ ✓ ✓

LifejacketA lifejacket bearing the label PFD 

Type 1 or  the Australian standard 

AS 1512 or AS 4758 - Level 100 

(or higher) must be carried for 

every person onboard. − ✓ ✓ ✓
Red and Orange Flares (in date)

At least two hand held red flares 

and two hand held orange flares 

must be carried. Two parachute 

flares may be carried in lieu of the 

two hand held red flares and a 

smoke canister may be carried in 

lieu of the smoke flares.
− ✓ ✓ ✓EPIRB

EPIRB (in date)A 406 MHz EPIRB registered with 

AMSA bearing the standard AS/

NZS 4280.1 must be carried if 

proceeding more than 2 miles 

from the mainland shore or more 

than 400 metres from an island 

located more than 2 miles from 

the mainland shore. 

− − ✓ ✓
Parachute Flares (in date)

A minimum of two parachute 

flares must be carried if operating 

more than 5 miles from the main-

land shore or more than 1 mile 

from an island located more than 

5 miles from the mainland shore.

− − − ✓
Marine RadioA marine radio must be carried if 

operating more than 5 miles from 

the mainland shore or more than 

1 mile from an island located 

more than 5 miles from the 

mainland shore. The radio can be 

27 MHz, VHF or HF.
− − − ✓

Required Safety Equipment

 



Marine Radios

A marine band radio is 
required to go more than 
five nautical miles from 
the mainland shore. 

The choice of radio is 
up to you, it can be 
27mHz, VHF or HF.

When at sea, you must 
have your radio turned 
on and tuned to the 
distress frequency:

• for 27mHz, this 
frequency is 
27.88; and

• for VHF, this frequency is channel 16.

All Volunteer Marine Rescue (VMR)
Groups monitor Channel 88 and 
VHF Channel 16.

Operators of 27 MHz marine radios 
do not need to be licensed.

Operators of VHF and MF/HF 
marine radios must hold a Marine Radio 
Operator’s Certificate of Proficiency.

Safety Equipment Marine Radios
Marine Safety

For more information scan the QR code  
or use the link below. 

Don’t have the app?  
Search for ‘QR Code Reader’ in your app store.

 www.transport.wa.gov.au/radios

Remember toLOG ONLOG OFF!EverytripVHF 
Ch 16 ......................................Distress & calling

Radio Ch 67 ........................................Safety & emergency

 

72, 73, 77 ......................... * Recreational & working

VHF  
Repeaters 21, 22, 80, 81, 82 ..... * Recreational & working

27 MHz Ch 88 ......................................Distress & calling

Radio Ch 86 ........................................Safety & emergency

 

90, 91, 94, 96 ............... * Recreational & working

* Contact VMR groups for local information.

www.dfes.wa.gov.au/contactus/pages/volunteermarinerescueservices.aspx



Lifejackets

Lifejackets are proven 
lifesavers. Modern 
lifejackets cater for just 
about every boating 
situation; from paddling 
or kite surfing to offshore 
fishing. So be safe and 
wear yours.

Vessels operating in 
unprotected waters 
(outside the waters 
contained by any 
breakwater or in any 
lake, river or estuary 

other than the waters of 
Cambridge Gulf or Lake Argyle) must carry an 
approved lifejacket for each person on board.

Each lifejacket must suit the weight of the 
person it is intended for, be maintained in good 
condition and kept in an easily accessible 
place.

Tip: Check the condition of your lifejacket 
regularly.

Size and fit

For a lifejacket to work correctly it must be the correct size 

and be in good working condition. For adults and children 

there are three main things to look for:

• the weight range on the lifejackets label agrees with 

the weight of the person going to wear it;

• the lifejacket is a snug fit (loose lifejackets work 

poorly); and

• people are comfortable while wearing it.

Children under 12 months

For children under 12 months of age there are currently no 

lifejackets that meet the correct standards.

Extreme caution should be exercised when taking a child 

less than 12 months old on a boat.

Inflatable lifejackets

Inflatable lifejackets are becoming increasingly popular. 

These CO2 inflated garments are lighter and less 

cumbersome than conventional foam lifejackets and are 

quite versatile and can even be fitted into wet weather 

jackets and windproof vests.

However, boaters should be particularly aware of the 

added maintenance requirements that come with this 

style of jacket as well as the need for detailed crew and 

passenger briefing on operation.

You should follow the manufacturer’s instructions or, if 

the manufacturer doesn’t specify, you should have your 

lifejacket serviced at least every 12 months.

Buying a lifejacket

Before you buy try the lifejacket on in the shop.

Choose the appropriate weight and size range.

It should be snug without confining or riding up.

Ensure you can put it on quickly, with minimal  

instruction.

Choose one that is made in bright colours.

Choose one with reflective tape which will assist 

rescuers to find you at night.

The rules
A lifejacket must be carried for each person on board 

all vessels in unprotected waters, who have reached 

12 months of age. Each lifejacket must suit the weight 

of the person, be maintained in a good condition and 

easily accessible.

What to buy?

The new lifejackets manufactured to Australian 

Standard 4758 incorporate advances in design and 

manufacturing.

This new standard does not mean lifejackets meeting 

the previous AS 1512 are obsolete: lifejackets 

manufactured to the earlier AS 1512 standards will 

remain acceptable provided they are in good condition. 

A Level 150 has increased performance 

characteristics compared to most PFD* Type 1

A Level 100 is similar to a PFD Type 1

A Level 50 is similar to a PFD Type 2

A Level 50S is similar to a PFD Type 3

* Lifejackets are officially referred to as Personal 

Flotation Devices (PFD).

Contact details

Department of Transport

Marine safety hotline:  1300 863 308

Email:  marine.safety@transport.wa.gov.au

Website:  www.transport.wa.gov.au/imarine

Metropolitan

Hillarys:  9448 7544

Fremantle:  9431 1005

Mandurah:  9583 9701

Regional

Broome:  9192 0200

Karratha:  9159 6900

Exmouth:  9949 2079

Carnarvon:  9941 1830

Geraldton:  9956 0111

Mandurah:  9583 7800

Bunbury:  9792 6666

Albany:  9892 7333

Kalgoorlie:  9022 5999

Esperance:  9076 2100

Scan this QR code with your mobile reader. 

Don’t have the app?  

Search for ‘QR Code Reader’ in your app store.

Department of 
Transport

The information contained in this publication is provided in good faith 

and believed to be accurate at time of publication. The State shall in no 

way be liable for any loss sustained or incurred by anyone relying on the 

information.  July 2014

Safety Equipment 

Lifejackets
Marine Safety

For more information scan the QR code  
or use the link below. 

Don’t have the app?  
Search for ‘QR Code Reader’ in your app store.

 www.transport.wa.gov.au/lifejackets



Paddle Craft

Although operators of 
paddle craft without an 
engine are not required 
to hold a Recreational 
Skipper’s Ticket (RST), 
they are still considered 
to be a vessel skipper.

As with all vessel 
skippers, they are 
deemed by law to 
be responsible for 
the safety of their 
vessel and any crew 
or passengers, this 
includes obeying the collision 
regulations and in some cases carrying safety 
equipment.

The information contained in this publication is provided in good faith 
and believed to be accurate at time of publication. The State shall in no 

way be liable for any loss sustained or incurred by anyone relying on the 

information. May 2014

Definitions
When determining what equipment is required, the 
following definitions are important.Protected waters - waters contained within any lake, 
river or estuary, or by any breakwater, but does not 
include the waters of Cambridge Gulf or Lake Argyle.Unprotected waters - all other waters not deemed to be 
protected waters.
Shore - any shoreline of the mainland or island and 
includes a wharf, jetty or similar rigid structure attached to 
land.

The minimum equipment requirements for a motorised 
paddle craft are the same as all other power vessels.

Contact details
Department of TransportMarine Safety Hotline:  

1300 863 308
Email:  

marine.safety@transport.wa.gov.au 
Website:  

www.transport.wa.gov.au/imarineBureau of MeteorologyWebsite:  
www.bom.gov.auInformation and safety practices for paddling in WA is also 

available at www.oceanpaddling.org.au

Safety Guidelines Paddle CraftPaddling Safety

Paddle Craft  
Safety 

Equipment

Protected 
waters

lakes, rivers, 
inlets and 
estuaries 
except 

Lake Argyle
and 

Cambridge 
Gulf

0-400 
metres
from the 
shore

400 
metres - 

2 
Nautical 
Miles  

from the 
shore

2-5 
Nautical 
Miles  

from the 
shore

Over 5 
Nautical 
Miles  

from the 
shore

Bilge Pump/Bailer
Must be carried if the craft is not self-draining. − − ✓ ✓ ✓

Lifejacket
A lifejacket bearing the label PFD Type 1, Type 2, Type 3 or the Australian standard AS 1512 or AS 4758 - Level 50S (or higher) must be carried for every person on the paddle craft.

R R ✓ ✓ ✓
Red and Orange Flares (in date)

At least two hand held red flares and two hand held orange smoke flares must be carried. Two parachute rocket flares may be carried in lieu of the two hand held red flares and a smoke canister may be carried in lieu of the orange smoke flares.

− − ✓ R ✓

EPIRB

EPIRB/PLB
A 406 MHz EPIRB registered with AMSA bearing the standard AS/NZS 4280.1 or AS/NZS 4280.2 must be carried if proceeding more than 2 miles from the mainland shore or more than 400 metres from an island located more than 2 miles from the mainland shore.

− − ✓ ✓ ✓
Parachute Flares
A minimum of two (in date) parachute flares plus 2 orange smoke flares or cannister must be carried if operating more than 5 miles from the mainland shore or more than 1 mile from an island located more than 5 miles from the mainland shore.

− − − − ✓
Marine Radio
A marine radio must be carried if operating more than 5 miles from the mainland shore or more than 1 mile from an island located more than 5 miles from the mainland shore. The radio can be 27 MHz, VHF or HF.

− − − − ✓

RSE-0514

Unprotected waters

Note 1Nm = 1.85 kilometres   R = Recommended  ✓ = Must be carried

or

For more information scan the QR code  
or use the link below. 

Don’t have the app?  
Search for ‘QR Code Reader’ in your app store.

 www.transport.wa.gov.au/paddlesafe
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Paddle Craft Safety Equipment

Protected
Waters

Unprotected Waters

lakes, rivers
& inlets

0 - 400
Metres

400m - 2  

Nautical Miles

2 - 5
Nautical Miles

Over 5
Nautical Miles

Bilge Pump/Bailer

(Only if not self draining) — — ✔ ✔ ✔

Lifejacket

(Level 50S or higher) R R ✔ ✔ ✔

2 Red & 2 Orange 

Flares (in date)
— — ✔ R ✔

EPIRB / PLB
(in date)

— — ✔ ✔ ✔

2 Parachute Flares  

(in date)
— — — — ✔

Marine Radio — — — — ✔

EPIRB

 

or



Recreational Skipper’s Ticket

For more information scan the QR code  
or use the link below. 

Don’t have the app?  
Search for ‘QR Code Reader’ in your app store.

 www.transport.wa.gov.au/rst

The Recreational Skipper’s Ticket (RST) is a 
nationally recognised 
marine qualification. 

It is the minimum 
qualification 
needed to 
operate a 
powerboat in WA.

An RST is required 
to be in charge of a 
recreational vessel powered 
by an engine with more than 6 hp. 

Skippers need to carry their RST when 
boating. 

In excess of 200,000 RSTs have been issued 
since the program began in 2006.



Boat Registration

Every recreational boat that has a motor, or 
can be fitted with one, must be registered with 
the DoT. 

Boat registration fees support the delivery 
of boating related safety programs and 
infrastructure projects including:

• boating safety education campaigns;

• navigation aids; 

• signage; 

• compliance; 

• investigations; and 

• grant programs for boat ramps and other 
public boating facilities.

6
WESTERN  AUSTRALIA

Boat Registration Issued 2014

Expires 2015

 

For more information scan the QR code  
or use the link below. 

Don’t have the app?  
Search for ‘QR Code Reader’ in your app store.

 www.transport.wa.gov.au/boatrego



Navigation Lights

All boats, whether used 
for commercial purposes 
or for recreational 
boating, must comply 
with the regulations 
concerning lighting.

Navigating at night 
requires special care 
and attention. 

Vessels that operate 
from sunset to sunrise, 
whether at anchor 
or under way, must 
carry and exhibit the 
correct lights.

Navigation lights must also be displayed during 
daylight hours in periods of restricted visibility.

Tip: Check your navigation lights before leaving 
on a trip where you may need them. 

Navigation lights

Legal requirements

Navigation lights and their installation on recreational vessels 

must comply with the positioning and technical requirements 

of the International Regulations for the Prevention of 

Collisions at Sea, or  COLREGS. Vessels must show lights 

if operating at night or in restricted visibility. Even a vessel 

that does not travel between dusk and dawn may still need 

to show lights, for example, a heavy rain shower or when 

at anchor.

Sail and rowing boats are required to show different lights 

to those of power driven vessels. However, a yacht must 

comply with the power boat lighting requirements when 

under motor.

General advice on installation

Avoiding damage

Navigation lights must be installed in accordance with the 

manufacturers’ instructions. They should be mounted to 

minimise damage by contact with other objects under 

normal operating conditions, for example, lights positioned 

on the topsides of smaller craft can be damaged when 

coming alongside a wharf and lights mounted at the bow 

near anchor fittings could also be vulnerable.

Wiring

Navigation light wiring must be installed in accordance with 

a recognised wiring code.

The circuit should be fitted with a fuse or circuit breaker and 

no other equipment, apart from navigation lights, should 

be on that circuit. 

The lights should be wired so that one position of the switch 

turns on all the required running lights and a different position 

turns on just the anchor light. Alternatively, two switches 

could be used.

Which light fittings to use

The commercial vessel safety section provides detailed 

information about navigation lights and shapes as they relate 

to the Prevention of Collision at Sea Regulations 1983. These 

regulations are also applicable to recreational boating. For 

further information visit www.transport.wa.gov.au/imarine 

and click on Commercial Vessel Safety. If you choose to fit a 

light, make sure that it meets the performance requirements 

of the COLREGS. Pay particular attention to the shielding 

arrangements to ensure the light only shines in the correct 

direction and there is no overlap on combination lights.

Points to note with specific types of lights

All round white light

An all round white light shows over a nominal arc of the 

horizon of 360°. The light fitting must be located at least 1 

metre above the sidelights and should as far as practicable, 

be on the centerline of the vessel. As a general rule, an all 

round white light should not be obscured by masts or other 

structures by more than 6° of arc.

If that’s not possible, or the light would shine into the 

operator’s eyes, a masthead light in combination with a 

stern light is an alternative to an all round white light. (see 

diagram (iii))

Masthead light

Vessels over 12 metres in length are required to have a 

white masthead light, mounted at least 2.5 metres above 

the gunwale that shines forward over an arc of the horizon 

of 225°, so that it can be seen from ahead of the vessel to 

just aft of the beam. In addition, regardless of the vessel’s 

length, the masthead light must be located at least 1 metre 

above the sidelights and should as far as practicable, be 

on the centreline of the vessel.

Stern light

A stern light is located near the stern to show a white light 

over an arc of the horizon of 135° behind the vessel. The 

light should be positioned where it is unobstructed by the 

vessel’s structure or equipment.

Sidelights

Most vessels need to have a port (red) and a starboard 

(green) sidelight each showing an unbroken light over an arc 

of the horizon of 112.5°. If the design of the boat allows, a 

combination port and starboard light unit can be mounted 

on the centreline of the vessels, in place of two individual 

sidelights.

Individual sidelights come in two styles, those intended to 

be mounted on a horizontal surface such as a deck and 

those intended to be mounted on a vertical surface such 

as the topsides or the side of the cabin. Be careful not to 

mount lights on a horizontal surface if they are designed to 

be mounted on a vertical surface, and vice-versa, because 

they will shine in the wrong direction.

Horizontally mounted sidelights generally come with a 

reference line marked on them which must be kept parallel 

to the centreline of the vessel when fitting the light. Vertically 

mounted sidelights must be fitted with the back of the light 

parallel to the centerline of the vessel so that the light will 

be visible in the correct sector and the lights don’t cross 

over. This means when lights are mounted on a vertical or 

near vertical surface that is not parallel to the centerline or 

not vertical, a wedge or similar must be provided to achieve 

the correct alignment in both planes.

Masthead or Steaming Light – 225o 

Port Sidelight – 112.5
o Starboard Sid

el
ig

ht
 –

 1
12

.5
o 

Stern Light – 135
o 

Night navigation

Vessels that operate from official sunset to sunrise, 

whether at anchor or underway, must carry and exhibit 

the correct lights.  

Navigating at night requires extra care and attention 

because there are many unlit navigation aids and other 

potential hazards, so slow down and keep a good lookout. 

Check your navigation lights 

It is important that all navigation lights be checked in the 

required configurations prior to embarking on journeys 

where navigation lights may be required. Spare globes 

and fuses should be carried.

Night vision

Rhodopsin (the molecule found in the rods in our eyes 

that allows for night vision) is extremely sensitive to light. 

Rhodopsin will immediately bleach when exposed to a 

bright white light and night vision will be lost. It takes 

time for night vision to recover, about 10 minutes for 10 

per cent, 30-45 minutes for 80 per cent - the rest may 

take hours.

Many people use red light to help preserve night vision. 

Placing red filters over cabin lights will allow you to operate 

at greater light intensity level than under a dimmed white 

light without disrupting your night vision. 

Spotlights

Respect other people’s night vision by only using spotlights 

where it is vital to pick up an unlit object (mooring buoys 

for instance) and by not shining it into the eyes of other 

skippers.

Contact details

Department of Transport

Marine safety hotline:  
1300 863 308

Email: marine.safety@transport.wa.gov.au

Website: www.transport.wa.gov.au/imarine

Metropolitan

Hillarys
9448 7544

Fremantle
9431 1005

Mandurah
9583 9701

Regional

Broome: 
9192 0200

Karratha: 
9159 6900

Exmouth: 
9949 2079

Carnarvon: 
9941 1830

Geraldton: 
9956 0111

Mandurah: 
9583 7800

Bunbury: 
9792 6666

Albany: 
9892 7333

Kalgoorlie: 
9022 5999

Esperance: 
9076 2100

The information contained in this publication is provided in good faith and 

believed to be accurate at time of publication. The State shall in no way be 

liable for any loss sustained or incurred by anyone relying on the information. 

April 2013

Safety Equipment 

Navigation Lights
Marine Safety

For more information scan the QR code  
or use the link below. 

Don’t have the app?  
Search for ‘QR Code Reader’ in your app store.

 www.transport.wa.gov.au/lights



Ride Safe

All boats under 3.75 
metres (12 feet) in length, 
and this includes personal 
water craft (PWC) must 
stay within five nautical 
miles of the mainland, 
unless they are within 
the limits of a port or 
within one nautical mile 
of an island.

A Recreational 
Skipper’s Ticket is 
required to be in 
charge of a PWC.

Freestyle driving is driving a PWC in a 
manner that the driver of another vessel would 
be unable to predict your course and speed in 
order to avoid a collision.

Freestyling is prohibited:

• within 30 metres of another PWC;
• within 50 metres of another vessel or 

person in the water; and
• in the Swan Canning Riverpark except in 

the gazetted freestyle areas.

PWC prohibited areasPWCs are permitted in all water ski areas except for the 
Belmont ski area in the Swan and Canning Riverpark. PWCs are permitted to operate in most of the large 
offshore water ski areas such as Warnbro, Cockburn 
Sound and Geographe Bay.
PWCs are prohibited in the Swan River upstream of 
the Windan Bridge also, upstream of Salter Point in the 
Canning River and in the Swan River Marine Park. See 
the Swan Canning Riverpark Boating Guide for more 
information.
PWC skippers should check the signage at launching 
ramps.

Vessel registration
All vessels that can be fitted with a motor must be 
registered with the DoT and are subject to an annual 
registration fee. If your vessel  is currently registered in 
another state, you have three months grace after bringing 
it into Western Australia before you must register it here.Placement of registration numbers and sticker.Numbers must be fixed as follows:• on both sides of the hull where they are clearly visible; 

Note – not under the flare of the bow – 100mm high.
• the numbers should be black numerals on a white 

background; and
• the registration sticker must be fixed on the port side 

of the vessel, adjacent to the registration number.Tow-in Surfing
Tow-in surfing, is a technique by which a person 
operating a PWC tows a surfer onto a breaking wave. 
PWC skippers need to familiarise themselves with the 
regulations to conduct tow-in surfing in WA to ensure 
they abide by the law. For further information regarding 
tow-in surfing, please contact your nearest DoT office or 
visit our website  www.transport.wa.gov.au/imarine/tow-
in-surfing.asp 

Owner onus
If an offence is committed by someone operating a PWC, 
and they can’t be identified, the owner will generally be 
liable unless the owner can establish who was responsible.PWC operating checklist:• RST

• PWC is registered
• Wear correct lifejacket• Wear your safety lanyard• PWC stickers are displayed• Know where you can ride.

Contact details
Marine Safety Hotline: 1300 863 308Email: marine.safety@transport.wa.gov.auWebsite: www.transport.wa.gov.au/imarineMetropolitan

Hillarys 86 Southside Drive
9448 7544Fremantle 14 Capo D’Orlando Drive 9431 1005Mandurah 107 Breakwater Parade 9583 9701Regional

Kununurra Messmate Way
9168 3298Broome 9 Napier Terrace
9192 0200Karratha 3 - 5 Welcome Road
9159 6900Exmouth 21 Maidstone Cresent 9949 2079Carnarvon Carnarvon Boat Harbour Road 9941 1830Geraldton 65 Chapman Road

9956 0111Bunbury 24 Wellington Street
9792 6666Albany 178 Stirling Terrace
9892 7333Esperance 53 The Esplanade
9076 2100The information contained in this publication is provided in good faith 

and believed to be accurate at time of publication. The State shall in no 
way be liable for any loss sustained or incurred by anyone relying on the 
information. August 2013

Safety Guidelines Ride Safe
Personal Water Craft Safety

For more information scan the QR code  
or use the link below. 

Don’t have the app?  
Search for ‘QR Code Reader’ in your app store.

 www.transport.wa.gov.au/pwc



EPIRBs

An emergency position 
indicating radio beacon 
(EPIRB) is a life saving 
device that transmits 
radio signals, which 
alert search and rescue 
authorities. 

In WA, all recreational 
vessels operating more 
than two nautical miles 
from the mainland 
shore or more than 
400 metres from an 
island located more 

than two nautical miles from 
shore are required by law to carry an EPIRB.

EPIRBs must be kept within their servicable 
battery expiry date and must be registered 
with the Australian Maritime Safety Authority. 
Registration is Free. 

For more details visit:www.beacons.amsa.gov.au

Contact details

Australian Maritime Safety Authority

Beacon advice line:   
1800 406 406

Website:  
http://beacons.amsa.gov.au

Department of Transport

Marine safety hotline:  
1300 863 308

Email:  
marine.safety@transport.wa.gov.au

Website:  
www.transport.wa.gov.au/imarine

EPIRBs and old flares can be disposed of at the following 

DoT offices:

Metropolitan

Hillarys 86 Southside Drive 9448 7544

Fremantle   14 Capo D’Orlando Drive 9431 1005

Mandurah 107 Breakwater Parade 9583 9701

Regional

Kununurra Messmate Way (08) 9168 3298

Broome 9 Napier Terrace (08) 9192 0200

Karratha 3 - 5 Welcome Road (08) 9159 6900

Exmouth 21 Maidstone Cresent (08) 9949 2079

Carnarvon Carnarvon Boat Harbour Road (08) 9941 1830

Geraldton 65 Chapman Road (08) 9956 0111

Bunbury 24 Wellington Street (08) 9792 6666

Albany 178 Stirling Terrace (08) 9892 7333

Esperance 53 The Esplanade (08) 9076 2100

The information contained in this publication is provided in good faith and 

believed to be accurate at time of publication. The State shall in no way be 

liable for any loss sustained or incurred by anyone relying on the information. 

May 2014

Scan this QR code with your mobile reader. 

Don’t have the app?  

Search for ‘QR Code Reader’ in your app store.

Disposal of unwanted EPIRBs

EPIRBs need to be disposed of responsibly to avoid 

accidental activation. Do not dispose of your beacon 

in general waste as it will end up in landfill and could 

be activated inadvertently. Unwanted beacons can be 

handed in for safe disposal to any DoT office listed in 

this brochure. 

Alternatively EPIRBs can be left in marked bins at 

Battery World stores around Australia. Location of 

Battery World outlets can be found on their website:  

www.batteryworld.com.au

Alternatively, the documentation that comes with 

distress beacons often contains information about how 

to disarm the EPIRB safely. If in doubt, check with the 

manufacturer or local agent. A list of distress beacons, 

with simple instructions to disarm them, can be found 

at http://beacons.amsa.gov.au/batteries-disposal.html

Check with your local waste management facility for 

an environmentally friendly method of disposing of your 

old EPIRB battery.

Safety Equipment 

EPIRBs
Marine Safety

For more information scan the QR code  
or use the link below. 

Don’t have the app?  
Search for ‘QR Code Reader’ in your app store.

 www.transport.wa.gov.au/epirbs



Boating Guides

If you’re going to an unfamiliar area you’ll need 
some local knowledge.

DoT has developed a series of boating guides 
for popular WA boating locations. The 
free guides contain local marine safety 
information about boating 
hazards, facilities, speed 
restricted areas, water-ski, 
PWC closed water areas.

For more information scan the QR code  
or use the link below. 

Don’t have the app?  
Search for ‘QR Code Reader’ in your app store.

 www.transport.wa.gov.au/boatingguides



Ski Safe

Water skiing involves 
towing people behind a 
boat at a speed of more 
than 8 knots on:

• skis;
• bare feet;
• inflatable toys;
• boards; or
• parasailing.

All kinds of boats are 
used for water skiing; 
mainly dinghies, ski 
boats and PWC.

All rules and 
regulations that apply to power boats also 

apply to boats that are towing skiers. The 
prevention of collision rules still apply in ski 
areas, this means a ski boat has no priority 
over a boat that is passing through the area.

Refer to signage before skiing as it will tell you 
important information such as times when 
skiing is allowed and show take-off and landing 
areas if permitted.

For more information scan the QR code  
or use the link below. 

Don’t have the app?  
Search for ‘QR Code Reader’ in your app store.

 www.transport.wa.gov.au/waterski

Contacts

Marine Safety Hotline: 1300 863 308

Email: marine.safety@transport.wa.gov.au

Website: www.transport.wa.gov.au/imarine

Metropolitan

Hillarys 86 Southside Drive
9448 7544

Fremantle 14 Capo D’Orlando Drive 9431 1005

Mandurah 107 Breakwater Parade 9583 9701

Regional

Kununurra Messmate Way
9168 3298

Broome 9 Napier Terrace
9192 0200

Karratha 3 - 5 Welcome Road
9159 6900

Exmouth 21 Maidstone Cresent 9949 2079

Carnarvon Carnarvon Boat Harbour Road 9941 1830

Geraldton 65 Chapman Road
9956 0111

Bunbury 24 Wellington Street
9792 6666

Albany 178 Stirling Terrace
9892 7333

Esperance 53 The Esplanade
9076 2100

The information contained in this publication is provided in good 

faith and believed to be accurate at time of publication. The State 

shall in no way be liable for any loss sustained or incurred by anyone 

relying on the information. February 2014

Rules and regulations

All the rules and regulations that apply to power boats also 

apply to boats that are towing skiers. The prevention of 

collision rules still apply in ski areas, this means a ski boat 

has no priority over a boat that is passing through the area. 

Distance behind a skier 

You must not drive any closer than 45 metres directly 

behind a skier or any other boat.

Distance from shore 

Stay at least 45 metres (or as gazetted) from shore except 

when landing or taking off in a gazetted take-off and landing 

area.

Towing skiers near landing or take-off areas

You must not drive a power boat towing water skiers within 

30 metres of the shore or any landing or take-off area, 

except for when you are landing or taking off.

Right of way when landing a water skier 

The skipper of a boat about to take-off a skier must give 

way to a ski boat approaching to land a skier.

Approaching shore where a skier has landed 

A skipper landing a skier must not approach within 25 

metres of the shore where the skier has landed.

Retrieving a skier

When a skier goes down, do not immediately complete a 

full power turn back in the direction of the skier. Throttle 

back, complete a slow turn and then accelerate back to 

the downed skier.

Water skis to be retrieved 

Immediately after losing or intentionally discarding a ski, 

the skier should ensure it is retrieved.

Ski line to be retrieved 

After landing a water skier, skippers should continue to at 

least 60 metres from the point of dropping the skier, stop 

and have the ski line retrieved. If coming to shore the skipper 

must reduce boat speed to less than 8 knots and not interfere 

with, or obstruct, any other boat towing a water skier.

Ski ropes 

A skipper must not permit a ski rope to trail within 30 metres 

of the shore of any area set aside for water skiing, unless 

the rope handles are held by a skier.

Skipper needs to be seated 

The skipper should not sit on the gunwale or on the back of 

the driving seat while driving a speed boat.

Towing trick skiers 

Trick waterskiing is being towed over the water by a boat, 

without being continuously supported on the surface. 

Skippers must not drive a speed boat towing a skier engaged 

in trick skiing within 90 metres of any landing or take-off area.

Slalom skiing or ski-jumping 

Navigable waters should not be used for the purpose of:

• a slalom course or ski-jump unless there is prior approval 

in writing from DoT;

• a slalom course or ski-jump unless a safety zone 

surrounding the slalom course or ski-jump is defined 

by red marker buoys, each having a diameter of 200 

millimetres and fitted with a 300 millimetre high orange 

triangular pennant;

• slalom skiing unless the person is wearing a PFD Type 2 

or PFD Type 3; and

• slalom skiing or ski-jumping unless the person is permitted 

to use the slalom course or ski-jump by approval from DoT.

 

 

Scan this QR code with your mobile reader. 

Don’t have the app?  

Search for ‘QR Code Reader’ in your app store.

Safety Guidelines 

Ski Safe
Water Ski Craft Safety



Don’t Expire

Skippers are encouraged 
to check the expiry date 
on safety equipment 
before heading out on 
the water.

Safety gear that has 
an expiry date or 
maintenance expiry 
date includes flares, 
EPIRBs and inflatable 
lifejackets.

EPIRBs are an item 
in the safety equipment 
list that have two expiry 
dates; battery and 
registration.

Contact details
Department of TransportMarine safety hotline: 1300 863 308Email: marine.safety@transport.wa.gov.auWebsite: www.transport.wa.gov.au/imarineOld flares and EPIRBs can be disposed of at the following 

DoT offices:
 Metropolitan
Hillarys 86 Southside Drive 

9448 7544Fremantle   14 Capo D’Orlando Drive 9431 1005Mandurah 107 Breakwater Parade 9583 9701

 Regional
Kununurra Messmate Way

(08) 9168 3298
Broome 9 Napier Terrace

(08) 9192 0200
Karratha 3 - 5 Welcome Road (08) 9159 6900
Exmouth 21 Maidstone Cresent (08) 9949 2079
Carnarvon Carnarvon Boat Harbour Road (08) 9941 1830Geraldton 65 Chapman Road

(08) 9956 0111Bunbury 24 Wellington Street (08) 9792 6666
Albany 178 Stirling Terrace

(08) 9892 7333
Esperance 53 The Esplanade

(08) 9076 2100
Australian Maritime Safety AuthorityBeacon advice line

1800 406 406
Website:  

beacons.amsa.gov.au

Protected 
Waters

lakes, rivers, 
inlets and 
estuaries 
except  

Lake Argyle

0-2 
Nautical 
Miles  

from the 
mainland 

shore

2-5 
Nautical 
Miles  

from the 
mainland 

shore

Over 5 
Nautical 
Miles  

from the 
mainland 

shore
Recreational Skipper’s TicketThe skipper of a recreational vessel, powered by a motor greater than 4.5kwp (6 hp) must hold an RST. ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Bilge Pump/Bailer
All vessels must carry a bilge pump. Vessels under 7 metres may carry a bailer in lieu of a bilge pump. ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Fire Extinguisher
Vessels with an inboard engine or carrying hydrocarbon heating or cooling appliances must carry an approved fire extinguisher.

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Anchor and Line
An efficient anchor and line must be carried. − ✓ ✓ ✓

Lifejacket
A lifejacket bearing the label PFD Type 1 or  the Australian standard AS 1512 or AS 4758 - Level 100 (or higher) must be carried for every person onboard.

− ✓ ✓ ✓
Red and Orange Flares (in date)At least two hand held red flares and two hand held orange flares must be carried. Two parachute flares may be carried in lieu of the two hand held red flares and a smoke canister may be carried in lieu of the smoke flares.

− ✓ ✓ ✓

EPIRB

EPIRB (in date)
A 406 MHz EPIRB registered with AMSA bearing the standard AS/NZS 4280.1 must be carried if proceeding more than 2 miles from the mainland shore or more than 400 metres from an island located more than 2 miles from the mainland shore. 

− − ✓ ✓
Parachute Flares (in date)A minimum of two parachute flares must be carried if operating more than 5 miles from the mainland shore or more than 1 mile from an island located more than 5 miles from the mainland shore.

− − − ✓
Marine Radio
A marine radio must be carried if operating more than 5 miles from the mainland shore or more than 1 mile from an island located more than 5 miles from the mainland shore. The radio can be 27 MHz, VHF or HF.

− − − ✓
RSE-0514

Safety
Equipment

The information contained in this publication is provided in good faith and believed to be 
accurate at time of publication. The State shall in no way be liable for any loss sustained 
or incurred by anyone relying on the information. May 2014

Scan this QR code with your mobile reader. Don’t have the app?  
Search for ‘QR Code Reader’ in your app store.

Safety Equipment Don’t ExpireMarine Safety

For more information scan the QR code  
or use the link below. 

Don’t have the app?  
Search for ‘QR Code Reader’ in your app store.

 www.transport.wa.gov.au/dontexpire

www.transport.wa.gov.au/imarine

Information line: 1300 863 308

DON’T 
EXPIRE
Expiry date reminder

Vessel registration no: _______________

Month _____________________ / ____________________ Year

Fire extinguishers

Month _____________________ / ____________________ Year

Inflatable life jackets

Month _____________________ / ____________________ Year

Distress flares

Month _____________________ / ____________________ Year

EPIRB

Battery Month ______________ / ____________________ Year

Registration Month __________ / ____________________ Year



Diver Below

Regulations are in place 
to ensure the safety of 
divers.

A boat with divers must 
carry the appropriate 
day or night signals.

All vessels must keep at 
least 50 metres clear of 
boats, buoys or areas 
showing diving signals.

Where it is not 
possible to keep 
50 metres clear or 
when in the vicinity 

of a diving signal, all vessels must proceed at 
safe speed with due caution until well clear and 
keep a good lookout for divers in the water.

Boat propellers pose a risk that can be easily 
ignored or forgotten because they are under 
the water, ‘out of sight and out of mind’. A 
strike from a spinning propeller can cause 
serious injury or even death.

Unattended boats

The practice of divers leaving vessels unattended 

can be very dangerous. DoT strongly recommends 

that a responsible person stays on board at all times 

to raise the alarm if the diver is overdue or to attend 

to the vessel should it start to drift. In the case of an 

unattended boat, ensure your anchor is set to hold for 

the duration of the dive.

In an emergency

A 24-hour, seven-day week service operated from the 

Water Police Coordination Centre in North Fremantle 

monitors marine radio channels 27MHz channel 88,  

VHF channels 16 and 67 distress and calling frequencies. 

Fremantle Hospital at Alma Street Fremantle, 

coordinates the treatment of all cases of civilian diving 

accidents. Call (08) 9431 3333 and immediately state 

that the call is about a diving related accident.

Before diving you and your buddy should:

Check the weather as conditions on the surface 

can deteriorate rapidly during the dive.

Inform  a friend of your dive site and your 

estimated time of return.

Establish entry and exit points and techniques.

Choose a course to follow, taking currents and 

other factors into consideration.

Consult dive tables, agree on a maximum time and 

depth limit.

Establish  and review communication procedures and 

revise hand signals.

Agree  on an air pressure for returning to the 

surface, usually 50 bar.

Decide  what to do if separated.

Discuss what to do in an emergency.

Contact details

Department of Transport

Marine safety hotline: 1300 863 308

Email: marine.safety@transport.wa.gov.au

Website: www.transport.wa.gov.au/imarine

Metropolitan

Hillarys
9448 7544

Fremantle
9431 1005

Mandurah
9583 9701

Regional

Broome: 
9192 0200

Karratha: 
9159 6900

Exmouth: 
9949 2079

Carnarvon: 
9941 1830

Geraldton: 
9956 0111

Mandurah: 
9583 7800

Bunbury: 
9792 6666

Albany: 
9892 7333

Kalgoorlie: 
9022 5999

Esperance: 
9076 2100

The information contained in this publication is provided in good faith and 

believed to be accurate at time of publication. The State shall in no way be 

liable for any loss sustained or incurred by anyone relying on the information. 

March 2014

Scan this QR code with your mobile reader. 

Don’t have the app?  

Search for ‘QR Code Reader’ in your app store.

Safety Guidelines 

Diver Below
Diving Safety

For more information scan the QR code  
or use the link below. 

Don’t have the app?  
Search for ‘QR Code Reader’ in your app store.

 www.transport.wa.gov.au/diving

TAKE CARE 
BE PROP AWARE



Lookout

There is nothing more important to boating 
safety than keeping a lookout for possible 
danger.

When boating, 
danger can come 
from different 
directions, so 
maintaining a proper 
lookout is crucial. 

In fact, maintaining 
a proper lookout 
is one of the 
navigation rules.

Skippers who fail to keep 
a proper lookout not only 
endanger their own 
lives and those of 
their passengers, 
they also jeopardise 
the safety of other 
water users.

Tip: Always keep a good lookout when on the 
water.

For more information scan the QR code  
or use the link below. 

Don’t have the app?  
Search for ‘QR Code Reader’ in your app store.

 www.transport.wa.gov.au/lookout



Contacts
Department of Transport
Marine safety hotline: 1300 863 308
Email: marine.safety@transport.wa.gov.au 
Website: www.transport.wa.gov.au/imarine 

Metropolitan
Hillarys: 9448 7544
Fremantle: 9431 1005
Mandurah: 9583 9701

Regional
Broome: (08) 9192 0200
Karratha: (08) 9159 6900
Exmouth: (08) 9949 2079
Carnarvon: (08) 9941 1830
Geraldton: (08) 9956 0111
Bunbury: (08) 9792 6666
Albany: (08) 9892 7333
Kalgoorlie: (08) 9022 5999
Esperance: (08) 9076 2100

The information contained in this publication is provided in good 
faith and believed to be accurate at time of publication. The 
State shall in no way be liable for any loss sustained or incurred 
by anyone relying on the information. July 2014


