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Appendix 1 - Driver Licence Classifications  

and Requirements

The Western Australian licence classifications and requirements are:

R-N (Moped)
You can be granted a Driver Licence authorising you to drive R-N class vehicles at 16.

A class R-N licence will authorise you to ride any moped. A moped is defined as a 
motorcycle which has a propelling engine with a capacity not exceeding 50cc and 
which is designed so as to be capable of a speed not exceeding 60 km/h, whether or 
not it is also capable of being propelled as a pedal cycle, but does not include a power 
assisted pedal cycle. You can apply for a moped learner’s permit at age 15 years and 
six months.

R-E (Motorcycle Restricted)
You can be granted a Driver Licence authorising you to drive R-E class vehicles at 17.

A class R-E licence will allow you to ride any:

n	 motorcycle with, or without, side car attachment with engine capacity not exceeding 	
	 250cc; and

n	 motor carrier with engine capacity not exceeding 250cc.

R (Motorcycle)
You can be granted a Driver Licence authorising you to drive R class vehicles, you 
must have held a class R-E (Motorcycle) licence for at least one year.

A class R licence will authorise you to ride any:

n	 motorcycle with, or without, side car attachment; and

n	 any motor carrier.

C (Car – unrestricted)
You can be granted a Driver Licence authorising you to drive C class vehicles at 17.

A class C licence will authorise you to drive any:

n	 motor vehicle having a Gross Vehicle Mass (GVM) of 4.5 tonnes or less;

n	 motor vehicle equipped to carry up to 12 adult persons (including the driver); and

n	 moped.
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C-A (Car with Automatic Transmission)
You can be granted a Driver Licence authorising you to drive C class vehicles at 17.

A class C-A licence will authorise you to drive any:

n	 motor vehicle with automatic transmission having a GVM of 4.5 tonnes or less;

n	 motor vehicle with automatic transmission equipped to carry up to 12 adult persons 	
	 (including the driver); and

n	 moped (automatic).

LR (Light Rigid Vehicle)
You can be granted a Driver Licence authorising you to drive LR class vehicles that 
will allow you to drive any:

n	 motor vehicle with a GVM exceeding 4.5 tonnes but not exceeding 8 tonnes;

n	 motor vehicle equipped to carry more than 12 adult persons (including the driver) 	
	 but not exceeding 8 tonnes GVM; and

n	 motor vehicle included under class C (Car).

MR (Medium Rigid Vehicle)
You can be granted a Driver Licence authorising you to drive MR class vehicles, you 
must have held a C (Car) licence for at least one year.

A class MR licence will authorise you to drive any:

n	 motor vehicle with a GVM greater than 8 tonnes with two axles; and

n	 motor vehicle under LR (Light Rigid) class.

A class MR licence will authorise you to tow a single trailer (not a semi-trailer) that 
does not exceed 9 tonnes GVM.

HR (Heavy Rigid Vehicle)
You can be granted a Driver Licence authorising you to drive HR class vehicles, you 
must have held:

n	 a C (Car) licence for at least two years; OR

n	 LR (Light Rigid) or MR (Medium Rigid) licence for at least one year.
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A class HR licence will authorise you to drive any:

n	 motor vehicle with a GVM greater than 8 tonnes with 3 or more axles; and

n	 motor vehicle under MR (Medium Rigid) class.

A class HR licence will authorise you to tow a single trailer (not a semi-trailer) that 
does not exceed 9 tonnes GVM.

HC (Heavy Combination Vehicle)
You can be granted a Driver Licence authorising you to drive HC class vehicles, 
you must have held:

n	 a C (Car) licence for at least three years; AND

n	 a MR (Medium Rigid) or HR (Heavy Rigid) licence for at least one year.

A class HC licence will authorise you to drive any:

n	 motor vehicle with a GVM greater than 8 tonnes and towing a trailer (including a 	
	 semi trailer) exceeding 9 tonnes GVM. You can also tow an unladen converter-dolly 	
	 trailer; and

n	 motor vehicle under HR (Heavy Rigid) class.

MC (Multi-Combination Vehicle)
You can be granted a Driver Licence authorising you to drive MC class vehicles, you 
must have held;

n	 a C (Car) licence for at least three years; AND

n	 an HR (Heavy Rigid) licence for at least one year; OR

n	 an HC (Heavy Combination) licence for at least one year.

A class MC licence will allow you to drive any:

n	 heavy combination unit towing one or more additional trailers over 9 tonnes GVM; and

n	 motor vehicle under HC (Heavy Combination) class.

NOTE: GVM refers to Gross Vehicle Mass
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Appendix 2 - Driving in Western Australia whilst 
holding an Interstate or International Drivers 

Licence

Interstate Drivers
If you are a visitor to Western Australia with a valid driver’s licence issued by your 
home state/territory you are not required to obtain a Western Australian driver’s 
licence, unless you have been usually resident in WA for a period exceeding 3 months.

If you are required to obtain a WA drivers licence you may be issued a Western 
Australian drivers licence free of charge. You will not be required to sit a theory test 
or undertake a practical driving assessment. The new WA driver’s licence granted will 
be valid to either the expiry date of your interstate licence or up to a maximum of five 
years.

You are only authorised to drive on your interstate licence for as long as it remains 
valid, and you must comply with all conditions endorsed on your licence whilst driving 
in WA.

You must carry your licence document with you while you are driving and produce that 
document for inspection at the request of any member of the Police Force.

Overseas Drivers 

If you are a visitor to Western Australia with a driver’s licence or permit to drive issued 
by your country of residence, you are not required to obtain a Western Australian 
driver’s licence. You can drive on the licence or permit for as long as it is remains 
valid.

You must carry your licence or permit with you while driving, and comply with any 
conditions endorsed on your licence document. If your licence is written in a language 
other than English then your licence must be accompanied by an approved translation. 
An overseas permit to learn to drive is not recognised in Western Australia, so you will 
not be able to drive on WA roads. 

The authorisation to drive in Western Australia on an overseas licence will cease 
when:

•	 Your overseas licence expires or is disqualified 

•	 You hold a permanent visa issued under the Migration Act 1958 of the 

	 Commonwealth for a period of more than three months.
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Certain overseas countries have assessing standards that are recognised by Western 
Australia and may allow holders of those licences to be exempted from theory or 
practical driving assessments when applying for the grant of a Western Australian 
driver licence. 

Any person applying for the grant of a Western Australian drivers licence must produce 
proof of Identity & place of residence (Appendix 5). 

Holders of non-English driver’s licences must produce an approved translation along 
with their current valid driver licence. Translations will only be accepted from:

n the appropriate Consulate; or

n accredited Translator, Advanced Translator or Advanced Translator (Senior) level 	
     translators approved by the National Accreditation Authority for Translators and    
     Interpreters (NAATI).

 
Note: Faxes and photocopies of Licences are NOT acceptable.



119

Appendix 3 - Penalties for Traffic Offences

The following is a guide to the penalties for some of the most common traffic offences. 
The value of a Penalty Unit is $50 (NOTE: These penalties are reviewed from time to 
time. They are correct at date of publication.)

Alcohol Related Offences
Novice Drivers
Novice drivers with a Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC) equal to or exceeding a limit 
of 0.02 per cent during the first two years of holding a licence will automatically have 
their licence cancelled.The penalties are as follows:

BAC Per Cent Fine Cancellation Period

First Offence

0.00 - less than 0.02 1.5 penalty units Nil - Demerit points only 

0.02 - less than 0.03 2 penalty units 3 months

0.03 - less than 0.04 2 penalty units 3 months

0.04 - less than 0.05 8 penalty units 3 months

Second Offence

0.00 - less than 0.02 2 penalty units Nil - Demerit points only 

0.02 - less than 0.05 2 penalty units 3 months

0.05 - less than 0.06 5 penalty units 3 months

0.06 - less than 0.07 6 penalty units 3 months

Recently Disqualified Licence Holders
Any person who has been convicted, either for a first or subsequent offence, for

n	 driving under the influence (DUI), or

n	 failing to comply with a request for a breath, blood or urine sample, will be subject 	
	 to a BAC restriction of less than 0.02 per cent while driving for three years.

The same three-year 0.02 per cent restriction applies to anyone convicted of a second 
or subsequent offence for driving with a BAC equal to or in excess of 0.08 per cent.
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Other Licence Holders
Penalties for holders of licences other than novice drivers or provisional licence 
holders who exceed the BAC limit are as follows:

BAC Per Cent Minimum Fine Disqualification Period Demerit Points

0.05-less than 0.06 2 penalty units Nil 3*

0.06-less than 0.07 2 penalty units Nil 4*

0.07-less than 0.08 2 penalty units Nil 5*

BAC Per Cent Minimum Fine Disqualification Period

0.08-less than 0.09 8 penalty units 3 months

0.09-less than 0.10 10 penalty units 3 months

0.10-less than 0.11 10 penalty units 4 months

0.11-less than 0.12 12 penalty units 5 months

0.12-less than 0.13 12 penalty units 5 months

0.13-less than 0.14 14 penalty units 5 months

0.14-less than 0.15 14 penalty units 6 months

Second Offence

0.05-less than 0.06 5 penalty units 3 months

0.06-less than 0.07 6 penalty units 3 months

0.07-less than 0.08 7 penalty units 3 months

0.08-less than 0.09 16 penalty units 6 months

0.09-less than 0.10 16 penalty units 6 months

0.10-less than 0.11 20 penalty units 6 months

0.11-less than 0.12 20 penalty units 7 months

0.12 less than 0.13 24 penalty units 8 months

0.13-less than 0.14 24 penalty units 10 months

0.14-less than 0.15 24 penalty units 12 months
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BAC Per Cent Minimum Fine Disqualification Period

Subsequent Offences

0.05-less than 0.08 as for second offence

0.08-less than 0.09 16 penalty units 6 months

0.09-less than 0.10 16 penalty units 7 months

0.10-less than 0.11 20 penalty units 8 months

0.11-less than 0.12 20 penalty units 9 months

0.12-less than 0.13 24 penalty units 10 months

0.13-less than 0.14 24 penalty units 12 months

0.14-less than 0.15 24 penalty units 14 months

Driving Under the Influence (BAC of 0.15 per cent or above)

First offence 16 penalty units 6 months

Second offence 30 penalty units 2 years

Third offence 40 penalty units Life
 
*NOTE: �At certain holiday periods (eg Easter and Christmas) and on long weekends, demerit 

points are doubled for alcohol-related offences. Periods when ‘double demerit’ points are 
in force are publicised through the Western Australian media, but you must obey BAC 
limits at all times.

Speeding Offences

Exceeding the Speed 
Limit By

Fine Demerit Points

Less than 9 km/h 1.5 penalty unit 0

Between 9 and 19 km/h 3 penalty unit 2*

Between 20 and 29 km/h 6 penalty unit 3*

Between 30 and 40 km/h 14 penalty unit 5*

More than 40 km/h 20 penalty unit 7*

 
*NOTE: �At certain holiday periods (eg Easter and Christmas) and on long weekends, demerit 

points are doubled for speeding offences. Periods when ‘double  
demerit’ points are in force are publicised through the Western Australian media.
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Other Traffic Offences

Offence Fine Demerit Points

Driving through a red light 3 penalty units 3

Failure to stop and give way at a STOP sign 3 penalty units 3

Failure to give way at a GIVE WAY sign 3 penalty units 3

Crossing continuous dividing lines, except when  
making a lawful turn

3 penalty units 3

Crossing the centre line of a road on a curve or crest  
when unable to see if the way is clear

3 penalty units 3

Driving through a yellow light 2 penalty units 2

Driving contrary to directions on road traffic signs 2 penalty units 3

Disobeying a hand signal or direction of a member of 
the police service, a firefighter, an ambulance officer 
or other authorised person

2 penalty units 3

Using a mobile phone while driving 5 penalty units 3

Driver not wearing a seatbelt (appropriately 
restrained passengers or no passengers)

10 penalty units 4**

Driver not wearing a seatbelt with one unrestrained 
passenger

12 penalty units 4**

Driver not wearing a seatbelt with 2 unrestrained 
passengers

14 penalty units 4**

Driver not wearing a seatbelt with 3 unrestrained 
passengers

16 penalty units 4**

Driver not wearing a seatbelt with 4 or more 
unrestrained passengers

18 penalty units 4**

Driver wearing a seatbelt with one unrestrained 
passenger

10 penalty units 4**

Driver wearing a seatbelt with 2 unrestrained 
passengers

12 penalty units 4**
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Offence Fine Demerit Points

Driver wearing a seatbelt with 3 unrestrained 
passengers

14 penalty units 4**

Driver wearing a seatbelt with 4 or more 
unrestrained passengers

16 penalty units 4**

Passenger not wearing a seat belt 10 penalty units 0

Passenger not occupying a position with a seat belt 10 penalty units 0

Failure to stop at a children’s crossing when in  
operation

4 penalty units 4

Passing a vehicle which is giving way at a children’s 
crossing

4 penalty units 4

Failure to give way at a pedestrian crossing 4 penalty units 3

Passing a vehicle which is giving way at a  
pedestrian crossing

4 penalty units 4

Failure to give way to a vehicle on the right at an 
intersection

3 penalty units 3

Failure to give way to a pedestrian or oncoming  
vehicle when turning at an intersection; or to a  
pedestrian or other vehicle when making a U turn

3 penalty units 3

Failure to give way to an emergency vehicle 3 penalty units 4

Failure to give way to vehicles on a roundabout 3 penalty units 3

Failure to give way to vehicles when approaching  
from a terminating road (T junction)

3 penalty units 3

Wilfully causing excessive noise, smoke  
(eg a ‘burnout’)***

12 penalty units 3***

Passengers riding in back of utes (passengers) 10 penalty units 0

Passengers riding in back of utes (driver)** 10 penalty units 4**

**NOTE: �At certain holiday periods (eg Easter and Christmas) and on long weekends, demerit 
points are doubled for seat belt and ‘riding in open load space’ offences. Periods when 
‘double demerit’ points are in force are publicised through the Western Australian media.

***NOTE: �This offence may result in the impounding or confiscation of a vehicle.
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Appendix 4 - Getting Your First Licence

Proof of identity
When applying for a licence for the first time you have to prove your date of birth, 
identity and residential address by showing two forms of primary identification or 
one form of primary and one form of secondary identification. One of the documents 
produced must contain your signature and one must show your Western Australian 
residential address. The identification documents must be originals or certified as a 
true copy of the original by the issuing body. A photocopy of a certified document will 
not be accepted as identification.

The acceptable forms of primary identification are:

•	 an Australian passport (which has not expired for more than two years);

•	 a current Document of Identity issued by the Department of Foreign Affairs and 	
	 Trade;

•	 a current overseas passport;

•	 an Australian citizenship or naturalisation document or immigration papers issued 	
	 by the Department of Immigration and Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs;

•	 a birth certificate (not extract);

•	 a photo identity card for police or defence force personnel (excluding civilian  
	 identity card);

•	 a consular photo identity card issued by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade;

•	 a photographic licence issued by an Australian driver licensing authority (which has 	
	 not expired for more than two years); and

•	 a Western Australian Proof of Age card (not an 18+ card).

If you have changed your name, you must also provide one of the following:

•	 marriage certificate;

•	 divorce papers; or

•	 change of name certificate, deed poll papers or licence to change name 		
	 documentation.

The acceptable forms of secondary identification are:

•	 a State or Commonwealth government employee photo identity card;

•	 a current entitlement card issued by a Commonwealth government department (for 	
	 example, a Medicare card);

•	 a current credit card or account card from a bank, building society or credit union; 
•	 a passbook or account statement from a bank, building society or credit union not 	
	 more than 12 months old;
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•	 a telephone, gas or electricity account not more than 12 months old;

•	 a water or local rates notice or land valuation notice not more than two years old;

•	 an electoral enrolment card or other evidence of enrolment not more than two years old;

•	 Armed Services discharge papers not more than 12 months old;

•	 a certificate or statement of accomplishment or enrolment from a recognised 		
	 educational institution; and• a letter, not more than 12 months old, from the 		
	 principal of a recognised educational institution.

The acceptable forms for evidence of where you live * are: 

* Note: �The documents produced must be current and show where you are living at the time of 
application. 

•	 primary identification document showing your Western Australian address;

•	 secondary identification showing your Western Australian address;

•	 contract of purchase, lease or rental document showing your Western Australian 	
	 address;

•	 motor vehicle licence showing your Western Australian address;

•	 proof of Western Australian electoral enrolment;

•	 letter from a financial institution on letterhead;

•	 letter from a school principal on letterhead;

•	 house rental agreement;

•	 referee statement signed by the holder of a valid Western Australian driver’s 		
	 licence who has known the applicant for a minimum period of 12 months;

•	 letter from your employer;

•	 any other documentation to substantiate the licence applicant’s Western Australian 	
	 residential address; or



126

Index				  
Alcohol and Drugs	 12-16

Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC)	 13
Effects of Alcohol and Drugs on Driving	 12
Legal Limit		  13
Penalties		  119
Random Breath Testing	 15

‘Anti-Hoon’ legislation 	 9, 25

Blind Spots		  28, 30-32, 68,75

Brakes			   33
Braking Distance	 48
Brake Failure	 85
Lights		  65

Car Regulations	                                                                                                                                       104

Caravan Regulations	 107

Change of Name or Address	 98

Changing Lanes	 75

Clearways		  82

Country Driving		 53

Crashes		  84-88
First Aid		  89
Main Causes	 9
Post Crash Management	 88

Crossings		
Children’s		  61, 76
Pedestrian		  25-27,62
Pelican		  63
Railway		  54-56,86

Cushion of Space	 48

Cyclists		                                                                                                                                        110
Regulations		 111
Safety Hints	                                                                                                                                       112

Demerit Points		  100-103, 120,123

Driver’s Licence Classifications	 114-116



127

Driving in Different Conditions	 51
Country Driving	 53
Driving in Fog	 53
Night Driving	 52
Wet Weather Driving	 53

Drugs			   12-16

Emergencies		  84-88
Brake Failure	 85
Emergency Vehicles	 95
Post Crash Management	 88
Tyre Blow-outs	 85

Fatigue			  22-24

First Aid		  89-95

Following distances	 48-50
‘Two Second Rule’	 49
Stopping Times	 49-50

Freeway Driving	 68-70

Give Way Rule		  71-75
Intersections	 71-75
Controlled		  71
Uncontrolled	 72

Graduated licensing system	 36

Indicating/Signalling	 65-66
Roundabouts	 66-68,73
Types of Indicators/Signals	 65

Interstate and International Licences	 117

Keep Left Rule		  54

Learner’s Permits	 36-41
Applications	 36
Minimum Age	 36

Licensing Centres	 Inside Front Cover

Mirrors			  34

Motorcyclists		  29-32
Safety Hints		 29-32
Regulations		 106
Road Rules		  29

Night Driving		  51-52



128

Obtaining a Licence	 36 -42
Graduated licensing system	 36-41
Learner’s Permits	 36-41
Provisional Licences	 40-41

Officer Directing Traffic	 64

Organ Donation	 43-44

Other Road Users	 25-28

Overtaking		  76-79

Parking		  80-82
Parking Signs	 80
Procedures		  81-82
Prohibited Areas	 82

Pedestrian Crossings	 25-27

Pelican Crossings	 63

Pelican Lights		  63

Penalties		  119-123
Penalties for Traffic Offences	 119-123
Types of Penalties	 99

Practical Driving Assessments	 38
Aged Assessments	 42
Car Licences	 36
Motorcycle and Moped Licences	 41
Truck, Articulated Vehicle and Bus Licences (Classes LR, MR, HR, HC)	 42

Pre-Driving Checks	 33-34
Brakes		  33
Horn		  33
Mirrors		  34
Steering		  33
Tyres		  33
Windscreen and Windscreen Wipers	 33

Provisional Licences	 36-41

Railway Crossings	 54-56, 86

Road Markings		  60-62

Road Rules		  46-82

Roundabouts		  66-68, 73

Safe Driving		  8-33

Seat Belts		  17-21



129

Who must wear a seat belt?	 18-20
Why you should wear a seat belt	 17-21

Signs			   57-59
Guide Signs		 59
Regulatory		  57
Special Purpose	 59
Warning		  58

Speed			   9-11
Adjusting Speed	 47-50
Speed Limits	 47-48

Stopping		  49-50
Braking Distance	 49
Reaction Time	 49
Road Conditions	 50
Stopping Distance	 50

Turning		  73-75
Multi-Lane Intersections	 75
Roundabouts	 66-68, 73
Rules		  73-75
U Turns		  74-75

Tyres			   33

U Turns		  74-75

Wet Weather Driving	 53



NotesNotes



Notes


	Appendices
	Driver Licence Classifications and Requirements
	Driving in Western Australia whilst holding an Interstate or International Drivers Licence
	Penalties for Traffic Offences
	Other Licence Holders
	Speeding Offences
	Other Traffic Offences
	Getting Your First Licence
	Index
	Notes



